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Dec Hooning's Sculptures

Fronn FORT 101990, the Lang, sl
seulptor Philip Pavia east bronze
SCnlpies hat were created by his
fren Willem e Kooning, s Al
sl Lspressionist  painter, 1t
smee AN when Mr. de Kooning, who
hits Alzbeimer's disense, was  de-
chved mentally incomperent, and his
wile the painter Ehone de Kooning,
thedd M Pavia hins not hoen paid

Fhe aotise's daaghter, Lisa de Koo-
g, who s also an artist and @
vonsevvator for her R9-year-old fa-
e s assels, siys some of the seulp-
tes R Pavia cast were hers, not
her father's. She also says she never
rommissioned Mo Pavin's caslings
and hits no knowledpe of the arvanpe-
ments Mo Pavia says he had with her
Linther

i Monday, Mrode Koaning will be
lngerpmted ot his home In 1ast
Hampton, L., o determine whose
the sculptures were.

The decision 1o 1ake the artist's
fingerprints, made by Justice Karla
Muaskowitz of State Supreme Courl in
Manhattan, is the latest development
In a Ihree-year-old lawsuit filed by
Mr. Pavia against Mr, de Kooning
and his wile's estale, secking a lotal
ol $3 mlllion In compensalion and
duinages. Mr. Pavia, a friend of Mr.
de Kuoning since the 1950's, has about
48 de Kooning sculptures in his pos-
session, sald Gale P. Elston, his law-
yer, who estimated their value at

mure than $3 million. “This is a slg- -

nificunt plece of de Koonlng heritage,
and were he compos mentls 1'm sure
de Kooning would wanl to preserve
them," Ms. Elston snid.

The Checks Stapped Coming

Mr. de Kooning has made about 28
finished  sculptures since the late
196G0"s, most of them produced In edi-
tlons of varying sizes. His sculptures
range In helght from a few Inches to
12 feel, and many starled oul as
small, hand-size llgures. Mr, Pavin's
holdings include four different sculp-
ties, ench about slx inches high, that
have been cast In edltlons of seven,
with three artist's proofs (the [lirst
castings). There are also four en-
Inrgements, seven and n hall tlmes ns
hig as the orlginals, imd each has one
urtist's proof,

My Pavia has tried (o colleel pay-
wment tor hils tme and for foundry
costs ineurved alter the death of Mrs.
de Keoning, who he says pald him
regularly by check. "'In the beginning
he was repeatedly told by Lisa and
her Iawyers that he shouldn't worry;
the bills would be 1aken care of," Ms,
Elston sald, ""But they haven't."

Mr. Pavia had no writlen agree-
menl. There are, however, bllls
mirked de Kooning from foundries In
ltaly. "“The fact that Mrs. de Koonlng
paid by check is written evidence,”
Ms. Elston ndded.

A DIifferent Siyle

Ms. Llston said she could not un-
derstand why Lisa de Kooning be-
licves the sculptures are hers, since
her style Is said 1o be very dilferent
than her father's. She favors naive
[orms, olten of anlimnls.

SHer general siyle of sculpuare s
very dilferent from her father's,”
said John A, Silberman, one of Ms, de
Kooning's lawyers. "' Nanetheless, she
has been very Influenced by him, In
fact, It has been very [rustrating lo
her that whenever she attempts mak-
Iing abstract sculptures, she renlizes
that they often resemble her father's
work."

Mr. Silberman ndded that Ms. de
Kauning, as a conservator of her fn-
ther's assets, has a responsibility to
snfegunrd the authenticliy of her fa-
ther's work. lle noted thal It was not
In her own financlal Interest, as Mr.
de Kooning's helr, to ¢clnim the sculp-
lures as her own.

L.es Fagen, another lawyer for Ms,
de Kooning, described the ¢ase as one
with "a lol of questions but no an-
swers," adding that "handshakes can
be enforceable, bul when the other
person Isn't avallable 1o testily, one
has to be careful."

"“Mr, Pavia Is clatming lots of mon-
ey, but we don't even know if there
was such a deal made with the art-
Is," Mr. Fopen sald. He called (he

A bronze sculpture cast by Philip Pavia, among 48 cited in a suit
involving Willem de Kooning and his daughter, Lisa de Kooning,

figure (hat reflects Mr. Pavia's time
and expenses were made Lhree years
ngo, Ms, Elston sald, While no one Is
willing 1o sny exactly what (hat
amount s, a person close (o Mr.
Pavia said they believed he would he
wllling to settle for about $500,000.
And once he is pald, Ms. Elston said,
Mr. Pavin Is willing 1o return nll the
seulptures except for the artist's
nroofls, which are traditlonnlly kept
by the person who casts them.

1t wasn't untll the Judgo gave per:
mission to have Mr, de Koonlig [in.
gerprinted that there was any re-
sponse 1o the question of a settlement,
Ms. Elston said. In answer, Mr. Sil-
berman sald, "“There has been an
ongoing dlalogue to try o resolve the
case even belore the hearing."

Il the sculptures In Mr. Pavia's
possession are indeed by Mr, de Koo-
ning, It could ralse the value of Mr. de
Kooning's art holdings. While no one
would put a definltive figure on the
value ol the arlist's own collectlon,
estimntes range from $50 milllon 1o
$150 million.

“Itwonld certalnly make the esinte
muore valunble," sobd Anthony Grani,
who hieads the contemporury-art de-
partment at Sotheby's In New York,
“Even table-slze sculplures eclipsed
the $100,000 mark at auction. And lor
a really great large work, they could
be worth between $800,000 and $1.2
milllon,"

Traveling Biennlal

The Whitney Museum of American
Art's 1093 Blennlal Is on the road,
heading for the Natlonal Muscum of
Contemporary Art In Seoul, South Ko-
rea, where It wlll be on view from
Aug. | to Sepl. 8. This is the first time
n Whitney Biennial has traveled, but
“'Celebrating Calder,” another Whil-
ney show, is already In South Korea.

It opened last month at the Sonje
-Museum of Contemporary Arl in

Kyangju and can be scen (here

through Sept. 19,

“The conlemporary arl scenc in
South Korea Is lively and very pro-
gressive,” sald David A, Ross, the
director of the Whitney. "Karcan ari-
Ists and museun professionals are In
the vanguard of an exelting nation in
the midst of great chanpes."

Ellznbeth Sussmun, who was the
Whitney's curator for the Biennial,
and Tae Man Chol, the curator at the
National Museum in Seoul, selecied
107 works by 64 of the 80 Bennial
ortists. The exhibition will include
some Installations created especially
for Seoul by arlists like Janine Anloni
and Pepon Osorio,

Leaving the Whilney

Another plece of Whilney news:
Amory Houghton, who joined the mu-
secum as ils deputy director nine
monihs ngo, will be lenving Sept, 1, In
a memuo ta the stall, David A, Ross,
the musewn director, clicd no spe-
cilic rensons for Mr, Houghton's de-
parture but sald that “as a result of
canversations  fur  the past wn
months, Mory has deciced to leave
the museum."

Stephen Schlough, u public rela-
tions officer al the muscum, said tha|
no successor for Mr. Houghton had
been named but that the museum was
looking for n deputy director 1o {1l
both his position and Jennifer Rus.
sell's. Ms, Russell, who had been the
deputy director for internal alfalrs,
left the muscum last month,

Mr. Houghlon confirmed his resig-
nation but declined 1o discuss his rea-
sons fur leaving or his plans. "'|'ve
had a lot of fun here," Mr. Houghton
said. "And everyone has been very
supportive.”
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André Hambourg
Zvonimir Mihanovic
Bernard Gantner
André Bourrle
Claude Gaveau

Wally Findlay Galleries

17 East 57th Swreet, New York, NY 10022
IMPORTANT EXHIBITION

Summer Art Festival

Warld Famous Amerlean and European Contemporary Artists
Gaston Sebire
Beltran Bofill
Constantin Kluge
Clande Cambour
André Vignoles
Post Impresslonist and Modern Masters

Monday (hrough Saturdny 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. (212) 421.5390
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Yolande Ardissonc
Frederick McDuff
Louis Fabien
Jean-Pierre Dubord
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Hand-Painted Pop: An
How? Why? And the bic
freedom. Questioning the
day. Hold on tight--this
transitional period betwee
as we know it. Expressiv
Puzzling. Works by Hart.
Rauschenberg. Rivers, Ru
the seven years that creat:
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